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Indigenous Knowledge & Science

This resource will provide tips and strategies on how to avoid essentialization
(treating all Indigenous Peoples and their knowledge as the same) and
appropriation, followed by examples of how to bring Indigenous Knowledge
into the Science curriculum in an authentic and respectful way.
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Resource Iincludes:

e Guidelines & considerations for engaging with Indigenous Knowledge
e Terminology

e Contributions by Indigenous Peoples

e Explorationsinto Science through inquiry

Sample explorations
% activities

“The Earth does not need us to survive. We need the Earth and each other to survive. Respect is
how we conduct ourselves to make the world a better place. We should be encouraged to listen
to our hearts. We need to trust our feelings. Too often we live in our minds which creates fear and
anxiety. We no longer trust in that we will always be looked after by Mother Earth, that she
provides us everything that we need. We must also show our love to Mother Earth through
gratitude, giving thanks to creation and to acknowledge all things that came before us.”

~Nancy Rowe, Mississaugas of New Credit First Nation

How do our beliefs and values influence our relationship with the land?

Guiding Questions:
Where do our beliefs and values come from?

“There is a great relationship between the sun, the water, the earth, everything just loves each
other. The plants are apart of that too. This whole planet is like that. It is because of love that
things are able to grow and survive. Love is the strongest medicine that there is. Water is always
flowing and is constantly giving all the time. It never takes anything, it just gives and gives, always
providing life wherever it goes. Mother Earth provides us with shelter, food, warmth, with
everything that we need to survive, and She does this unconditionally. She just keeps giving and
giving to her little children, despite everything we have done to Mother Earth. Just imagine if we
were to give that love back to Her, how this world would be. Everything would be beautiful if we
did that. Maybe we just have to look at what we are given so that we will know what we need to
give back. Love is not about what you get, but what you give."

~Isaac Murdoch, Serpent River First Nation

In order to live in a responsible and sustainable way, why is it important for us to know about
the many different relationships that exist between plants and other living things including us?

Guiding Questions:

How can Indigenous Knowledge help us?

How can Science and Indigenous Knowledge work together to better our understanding?
What can we learn from the natural environment about relationships?

What is our relationship with plants?

How can we improve our relationship with plants?

What are the consequences of nesource extraction?

Who benefits from resource extraction?

What conflicts arise of opposing views on land use?

What can we leam from the natural environment about relationships?
How can we improve our relationship with the land?

EXPLORATION TWO:

www.fnmieao.com/resources/indigenous-knowledge-and-science




